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help ourselves. The critic can no more avoid trying to explicate
and draw out the significances of Shakespeare's last plavs
than the theologian can help seeking to draw a philosophical
theology out of the structure of Christian dogma. It is true
that the attempt to evolve a satisfactory philosophy out of
dogma is impossible; and that the results of the effort are a
poor thing in comparison with that from which it set out.
It is true that we cannot reduce the last plays to a neat system
of significances; and that in trying to do so, we are in constant
danger of losing sight of what, after all, is the important thing,
namely, the plays. Yet the compulsion to try to do so remains.
The theologian and the critic stand, in this matter, under a
necessary self-condemnation. And the critic can but claim that
what he tries to do is a necessary means whereby the adequacy
of the poet's myths may be judged and the appreciation of them
heightened. If such a process may at all facilitate a grasp of
the author's intention and thereby facilitate judgment on the
effectiveness of the author's symbols, the critic may, though
under condemnation, find a measure of assurance.

3
The essential myth which runs throughout the last
plays, Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale, and The Tempest,
is the finding of what is lost. Pericles loses and finds Marina;
Cymbeline loses and finds his sons; Leontes loses and finds
Perdita; Alonso loses and finds Ferdinand. This myth, however,
is complicated in certain ways. There is throughout the plays
another myth, which is run into the first, namely, the bringing
to life of what is dead. Thaisa is literally raised from the dead;
Imogen revives from what is taken for death, and Posthumous
too had been thought to be dead; Hennione comes to life,
and Ferdinand had been thought dead by Alonso. So closely
run together are the two myths that it is difficult, if at all
possible, to pick them apart. Thus Pericles finds Marina after
thinking she had died; the sons of Cymbeline were thought to